Presbyterians flew to arms, and they had more than a few
sympathizers in England.

Against the rising discontent throughout his dominions
Charles had two strong men to help him if he would allow
it. Sir Thomas Wentworth, converted from his moderate
opposition by royal charm and his distaste for the repub-
licanism of his more extreme colleagues, was ready with
sage counsel. He possessed, too, the ability to put his advice
into effect. Raised to the peerage as Earl of Strafford, he
had been sent Lord Lieutenant into Ireland, and was ruling
there with a stern justice which kept the land quiet and
might in time furnish a force to quell rebels elsewhere*
Laud, who as Bishop of London had baptized the Prince,
now headed the Church as Archbishop of Canterbury. His
religious views were those of his King, but most of the
people regarded them as sinfully near to Catholicism. His
advice in spiritual matters was so congenial that it was
sought on temporal affairs, and in both it was freely given
for autocracy, for the policy which Straflford was making
hateful under the name of c< Thorough/*

These two convinced absolutists might have been suc-
cessful had they served a stronger or a weaker master .-But
Charles was neither firm enough to carry through the plan
of " Thorough " himself nor willing to leave the direction
of it to his aids. Furthermore the Queen disliked and dis-
trusted both of them. Strafford, the slender, round-faced
man with the air of a puzzled young philosopher, had no
respect for her judgment and would not stoop to pretend
that he had. Laud, domineering and undiplomatic, made
no effort to conceal his dislike of her Majesty's religion, So
at every important turn, these two found themselves
checked and thwarted by the King they were trying to
save.
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